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amply clear state of crisis’ nearer' arid 'if Laos pof tibn^ oT/i t . . 

is to be salvaged from Communist bontroi^ 'fxK’ther^ decisiva^adtio^^ 
required . • , .- : ' ; - . -- , -’■ ' '-. ■ 

You 'are instructed to seeki 'immediate ."audience 'witliytK^tQ.ng?.^ . 
pointing out to him that politicals and military leaderahiphup^dn;'^ 
such stage of disintegration .' that "-the only solution* f£or/ ; ^^ 
his country is for King to take authority • into his • o vai^^harids^^ji v^-<- 

appoint what would be equivalent of. -paretaker government jonder , ££*?£ 
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FTn whom he has the most confidence and whom he feels best able to rally] 
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remnants of FAL now bitterly divided between several loyalties . 

King should set forth his action in radio appeal to the country and 

• * 

use any other information media which could be provided to disseminate 

, . ' | • 

this royal decree and ask for support for those he has' named to support 
him in this hour of crisis. 
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* You should point out to the King that our aid to the armed forces 
is now not only ineffectual but in real danger of supporting dangerous 
‘elements like Kong Le who from all appearances would seem to Jn 

* ■ ~ * V t’.-' 

active support of Pathet Lao and even soliciting outside Communist ? aid. 
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Continuation our pay to the FAL and other type of aid is therefore 
contingent upon his assumption of this authority in setting up channels 
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through which we can funnel assistance to those who would support the _ . 

♦ • . * 

royal purpose. 

You should assure him that if he willing to take .this decisive stei 
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the United States is willing to give him all feasible support in order , 
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to reestablish integrity of his realm. As part of his action king's • 
presence in Vientiane at seat of Government would in our' opinion be a A 

i ■ ■ 

good symbolic move and make a more efficient administration possible . 

In connection with the Hgm above the Department of course bears in 
mind that the second stage of the operation the King is already attempt 
to execute is a political solution following the meeting two days ago 

of the military leaders. This would merely be a hastening of that act. 
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I Therefore, the political meeting already scheduled may be the vehicle l 
by which he can carry out the very purposes we have outlined above. In 
order to lend urgency and seriousness to our approach to the King he 
should be told that no further payment of troops or other forms of aid 
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are to be forthcoming until this political step has bean taken. This 
includes the release requested in your °35- 
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In revealing appropriate portions of your instructions to-Souvanna 
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when requesting immediate audience you should inform him that uncertain!, 
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regarding situation at Sam Neua, continued assault by Kong Le’s; forces 

against FAL units south of Nam Ca Dinh, and what we regard as probabilit 
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that PL forces are playing significant role in both these situatiorisyw^. 
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clearly reveal disintegration non-Communist elements still in progress-.^- 
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and PL gaining stronger position in Laos as each day passes . US cannot 

be party to take-over of Laos by Communists and we cannot support or 

* 

condone any government of Laos which is instrumental in such process. 
Unless cease-fire agreed upon by military leaders Luang Prabang becomes 

effective immediately and unless contemplated meeting in Luang Prabang t 

* 

settle political issues can be held forthwith to reunite country under j 
single government, US will have to review its position and determine sot 
new approach to problem of helping preserve Lao independence . 

You might then review our efforts bring about peaceful national 
reconciliation since August Q. Remind him of our cooperation with him 


in trying 
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Phoumi to serve in his government.; of our exertions prevent attacks on 
Vientiane; and of our seeking RTG cooperation in lifting blockade.' In 
light present situation question is posed: Are the Lao willing and abl( 
to preserve independence their country? We can understand desire of 
Lao to stop killing each other, but it seems to us this desire should 
apply with special force against FAL killing FAL. For us to effect 
•releases now would amount to financing both sides of civil war. Under 


these circumstances US has decided withhold all releases until situatioi 
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